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                                            LGBT poverty issues are discussed at the World Bank with Phil  
                                            Crehan, Albert Ogle and Khemraj Persuad. 

 

Dear colleagues: 

Annual Reports need not be boring or dull. For 2013, I have taken something written the previous year 

combining an inspirational theme from St Francis of Assisi ïñStart by doing what is necessary, then do 

what is possible: and suddenly you are doing the impossibleò. It was good for me to use this letter sent out 

to our supporters in September 2012, on the cusp of our second birthday. Fifteen month later, it is good to 

reflect on what we ACTUALLY achieved and you can read these achievements in red.  

The original letter remains in black ink. In sharing this with our Board and donors, my prayer for 2014 is 

that the Foundation remains in the black and not in the red!  

But without the red of sacrifice, passion, blood, sweat and tears, what would we have to show?  

In gratitude to everyone who is on the road to doing the impossible. 

 

Albert J. Ogle 

President 

 

 



 

We lit candles at the tomb of St Paul in Rome in memory of Eric Lembembe of Cameroon 

St Paulôs Foundation for International Reconciliationôs Birthday wish   (September 2012) 

Dear colleagues: 

This month marks the St Paulôs Foundationôs second birthday. As we celebrate two very demanding and 

challenging years work, we want to thank all our donors and volunteers for making the impossible 

actually happen. St Francis of Assisi once said: ñStart by doing what's necessary; then do what's 

possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossibleò.  

What was necessary for the people who are creating the St Paulôs Foundation? 

When Albert Ogle first called Bishop Christopher Senyonjo in February 2010, the bishop had all his 

funding cut by his American supporters and was impoverished. The bishopôs Church of Uganda tried 

everything to have him recant his position on inclusive ministry towards LGBT people. From that one 

conversation, we discovered it was necessary to find funds to allow the bishopôs prophetic Christian 

witness of inclusion to continue in opposing the emerging Bahati anti-homosexuality Bill. He was the 

only faith leader in Uganda prepared to do this and Albert used his church and secular networks to 

arrange the first tour where the bishop could tell his story and get some emergency financial support. 

Through this intervention, the bishop was able to continue the work and open the St. Paulôs Equality and 

Reconciliation Centre. 



 

Bishop Christopher and Pepe Onziama were made Clinton Global Citizens in 2012 

¶ By the end of 2013, the Foundation had completed our three year commitment to the Bishop and 

the St. Paulôs Center. 

¶ We organized three extensive international tours for the bishop and were instrumental in helping 

him access other funding sources to sustain the Center including a womenôs development and 

Development Director position. 

¶ Assisted in the creation and marketing of two films featuring the bishopôs courageous ministry 

ñCall Me Kuchuò and ñGod Loves Ugandaò. God Loves Uganda has been shortlisted as one of 

the top 15 documentary films to receive a potential Oscar Award. 

It was necessary to educate the American religious community on the underground network of American 

religious fundamentalists (like Pastor Scott Lively) who were encouraging countries where it was already 

illegal to be LGBT, to become even more draconian in their anti-gay agendas. In 2011, the Foundation 

sponsored 80 individuals to attend a two-day symposium to build a secular/religious coalition to work 

together for the ending of LGBT religious based discrimination and provide an inclusive religious voice 

to the narrative. 

¶ The Foundation gives technical assistance to support a regular monthly conference call for the 

COMPASS Coalition for faith and secular organizations to share information and strategies.  

¶ Some important asylum-related work is emerging from these initial conversations resulting in the 

creation of LGBT-FAN. A two day retreat is planned for January and St Paulôs is one of the co-

sponsors. The Worcester Mass. asylum network has funding for a full time Executive Director. 

It was necessary to create an emergency response to the criminalization of millions of people merely 

because they were LGBT, particularly around HIV. Many of these countries denied access to prevention 

and treatment on the basis of the criminal status of most at risk populations (three times more likely than 

the majority population to contract HIV). The Foundation succeeded in convincing the Elton John 

Foundation to support an innovative HIV education, testing and support system for young gay men. 1400 

people have been served over the past year and four full time staff train Ugandan Health care providers to 

be more compassionate and expand the health system to include LGBT people. 



¶ 2,000 people were served overall through the Elton John AIDS Foundation grant and 400 health 

workers sensitized to work with LGBT populations. 

¶ The final goal of the Elton John Project (to find sustainable funding) has been realized by the 

creation of the 14 member ñGood Samaritan Consortiumò where service organizations who have 

been excluded from traditional funding streams like PEPFAR and USAID can organize, advocate 

and collaborate more effectively. 

¶ The Foundation sponsored two full day conferences for the Consortium in 2013 in March and 

October. (The report from the professional facilitators is also enclosed).  

¶ Albert Ogle visited Uganda twice in 2013.  

¶ The Foundation introduced Dr. Geoffrey Mujisha, Executive Director of MARPS Network (lead 

organization of the Consortium) to many partners in our USA network including the Arcus 

Foundation, State Department and Washington-based leadership. 

¶ JP Conly, a nurse from San Diego, spent two weeks in November to develop the home based care 

program and build deeper connections and trust between the LGBT and straight ally 

communities. 

 
The first meeting of the Consortium was held in March and it has been meeting ever since. 

It was necessary to address the other complex issues of poverty and marginalization of significant 

populations and develop a gay/straight alliance where economic empowerment, access to health and 

education and inclusive faith values could intersect. We hired the first womenôs coordinator in Uganda to 

give dignity and economic independence to women, often victims of gender based violence, forced to 

engage in survival prostitution or caring for AIDS orphans. First, through a brick making project, funds 

were developed to create an arts and crafts project where small markets could be developed in the global 

north. Women were employed gainfully and creatively to take care of each other and their children. It was 

necessary for straight, lesbian and transgender women to realize they had more in common than that 

which divided them.  



 

 

¶ Realizing LGBT people suffer from the effects of poverty and this is largely yet undocumented, 

the Foundation shifted our advocacy towards the World Bank and dedicated around $20,000 to 

sponsoring three significant events in Washington this year. We convened a panel of experts 

including Rev. MacDonald Sembrenka of Malawi, and Victor Mukasa and Maxensia Nakibuuka 

of Uganda. We were the first ever LGBT-related panel to present the connection between poverty 

and homophobia at the World Bankôs Spring Meetings in April. A copy of the report is here and 

John Garrisonôs internal blog describes additional work the Foundation was responsible for 

through the appointment of Khemraj Persuad from Guyana as the first official LGBT 

representative to attend the October World Bank Annual Meeting. 

¶ The Foundation cosponsored the showing of God Loves Uganda at the National Cathedral with a 

forum panel on LGBT issues using the World Bank team sponsored by the United Nations 

Foundation.. 

¶ Plans are underway to develop both an internal forum and ñCommunity of Practiceò in 

collaboration with former Board member Dr. Philip Moeller and an external civil society network 

that will hopefully lead to a LGBT Poverty and Development Research Council. We are working 

closely with the Bank, the Williams Institute and MSM Global Forum, coordinated by Khemraj 

Persuad. This is one of the most important projects we undertook in 2013 and will feature in our 

return to the Spring Meeting next April. 

 
Dean Gary Hall with Ogle, Sembreka, Mukasa, Moeller and Tefere speaking at the  
National Cathedral and World Bank in April. 

It was necessary to create a safe network for the other 75 countries where it was illegal to be LGBT and to 

raise up ñauthentic witnessesò who understood the intersection of health, human rights and faith issues for 

LGBT people globally. The Foundation supported 26 individuals to attend an intensive two week 

program in July 2012. They were able to tell their stories in 12 churches in Washington, meet with 

lawmakers on Capitol Hill and executives at the World Bank, as well as participate in the International 

AIDS Conference. The outcome of this initiative is a strong network and new on-the-ground offices in 

Nairobi and Kampala where expertise and coordination can strengthen this work beyond Uganda. 



¶ The Foundation has maintained many connections to the leaders who came to Washington and we 

ended up sponsoring ñPeterò for a year in Washington, thanks to the collaborative support of Dick 

Parkins, Philip Moeller and Eric Scharf. He has now successfully completed his work application 

process and is seeking full time employment. 

¶ Macdonald Sembrenka now serves the Malawi President and we worked with him on the 

Washington panels and some important meetings in Rome with the Catholic Church.  

¶ Maxensia Nakibuuka has not only been an invaluable ally to the LGBT community but she 

managed to convince the Archdiocese of Kampala to open its health services to LGBT people. 

She also visited and contributed to our efforts in Rome and was recently appointed by the 

Archbishop to coordinate Catholic HIV services in Uganda. 

 
¶ Maxensia organized the first ever World AIDS Day celebration with 3,000 attendees and 

introduced the leadership of the Good Samaritan Consortium to the Archbishop. He is on record 

stating that the Catholic Church will not discriminate. He has appointed her to head HIV services 

in the Ugandan Catholic church. Pictured above with JP Conly. 

¶ Bishop Christopher has been travelling a lot with Roger Ross Williams promoting God Loves 

Uganda and was filmed this summer with Desmond Tutu.  



 
The late Eric Lembembe, Executive Director for CAMFAIDS 

 

¶ The Foundation was asked to coordinate the fundraising for the funeral arrangements of Eric 

Lembembe who was brutally murdered in April. We also cosponsored a Shadow Report to the 

African Human Rights Commission in Banjul where we supported two Cameroonians to attend. 

Albert Ogle also worked closely with other Cameroonian leadership to try to develop more 

strategic planning and collaboration between Francophone programs. The Foundation (Ogle and 

Colin Stewart) holds a weekly conference call with the Cameroonian leadership to monitor 

progress on the murder investigation and to plan ahead for greater resources for the Francophone 

community. 

 
¶ Our work in the Caribbean expanded this year to include support for Khemraj Persuad (see 

above) with the World Bank. The Foundation also raised funds to help Quality Citizenship 

Jamaica file their non-profit paperwork and produced the film ñLoves Heals Homophobiaò at 



Angeline Jacksonôs request for a simple resource for clergy. The film, produced by Ed Breeding 

and  

 
 

Lindy Miles, is a remarkable story from four African American straight clergy on their journey to 

LGBT inclusion. We premiered the film at St. Markôs Capitol Hill and 1,000 copies have been 

distributed so far including to many of our donors. 

¶ Colin Stewart has created an amazing resource ñErasing 76 Crimesò which offers opportunities 

for members of our network to contribute articles and reports on current affairs affecting the 

LGBT community. Robert Mukindiwa and others have written articles this year. 

With the increased persecution of LGBT leaders and the murder of David Kato in 2011, it was necessary 

to provide an initial ñunderground railroadò for LGBT leaders to extricate themselves from dangerous and 

violent situations. The Foundation is supporting four individuals this year with funds, resources and 

support to begin new lives and to continue to work for justice in their home countries. 

¶ Joseph Bukombeôs appeal to re-open his case seeking LGBT asylum was favorably received. He 

is from Uganda and we raised the bail funds to have him released from detention for two years.  

Danie has moved from San Diego and is living in the Washington DC area, as is ñPeterò, already 

mentioned above. Another Mexican national was given assistance in San Diego by the 

Foundation and his case is going well. He is married to a man and in a long term relationship and 

is seeking legal means to remain in the USA. 

In doing what was necessary, we are learning to do what is possible. It is possible to support and raise up 

outstanding courageous people in very difficult circumstances and make a difference. Less than three 

years after our initial conversation with Bishop Christopher, he now has nine full time staff and recently 

received a Clinton Global Citizen Award. There is much more awareness in the USA and Europe about 

the need for protecting the rights of LGBT people in the Global South and to hold religious fanatics more 



accountable for their actions and impact on important issues like the spread of HIV. There is much more 

collaboration between government, religious and secular movements to provide funding and support for 

these emerging organizations and building coalitions to increase visibility, service capacity and 

protections. We are also learning that it is not possible to change the plight of LGBT people in a few 

years. Our experience with the bishopôs prophetic work and the growing pains of his Centre means we 

need to create relationships with larger and more experienced organizations for capacity building and 

creating jobs for LGBT people across all sectors. These gay-straight alliances are the future sustainable 

foundations for an inclusive and vibrant Africa. In order to attract investment and the best skills needed 

for a 21
st
 century Africa, opportunity, education and healthcare needs to be available to all. The quality of 

citizenship for everyone has never been more important as an indicator of sustainable development across 

the world. Building this cooperation and cross cultural competency is essential for a globalized robust 

economy.  

¶ We have made some progress through supporting the creation of the Good Samaritan Consortium 

in Uganda led by the very experienced MARPS Network. The Consortium is also attracting more 

experienced faith based organizations in Uganda and the door is open with the American 

Embassy in Kampala to assist smaller and younger organizations working with key populations 

who were previously excluded from funding opportunities. We are confident the shift into more 

mainstream organizations like MARPS Network, MARPI Clinic, and the Catholic Health Service 

System will over the long term build these gay/straight alliances. 

¶ Building trust and clear expectations between Ugandan LGBT organizations and straight allies 

and organizations will be the work for us to do in 2014. 

 
The Consortium at work 

Realizing what is possible and our current limitations also means we can see how close we stand to the 

edge of a new era where we can achieve the impossible. An end to global persecution and discrimination 



of LGBT people is achievable as we work on symbiotic issues of gender inequality and lack of access to 

opportunity for the vast majority of human beings. Zero new infections, deaths and discrimination 

because of HIV is a noble goal for the global community and we can only achieve this by confronting our 

own assumptions, cultural and religious values and allowing space for more listening, compassion and 

creativity in responding to human needs. How we balance the current debate on human rights for women 

and LGBT people with agreement on shared outcomes and values will shape the work of the Foundation 

for years to come. How we reconcile our different perspectives and concerns will largely shape our ability 

to respond to immediate needs and issues.  

 

The Foundation partnered with CAMFAIDS and REDHAC to have two Cameroonian delegates present at 

the African Commission on Peoples and Human Rights this year in the Gambia. The Cameroonian 

government has responded to pressure to reopen the investigation into Eric Lembembeôs murder. 

The past two years has allowed us to identify and support key leaders who in turn are developing 

programs and organizations to respond to these issues on multiple levels ïoften at the same time (grass 

roots and policy levels and religious/cultural values). There is a kind of ñloyal oppositionò emerging in 76 

countries where the overriding need for reform in several sectors is clashing with the status quo. The 

LGBT movement is part of this globalized and reforming movement where rights and faith appear to be 

in opposition to each other. The Foundation can provide some framework for deeper understanding and 

dialogue around these seemingly competing forces and in the meantime, provide models of crisis 

intervention, workable direct service models and helping organizations to build capacity and include 

LGBT people in their countries solutions instead of excluding them.  

¶ The overall success of the LGBT movement in 2013 is in dispute following the recent Supreme 

Court Decisions in India and Australia which recriminalized LGBT Indians and denied marriage 



equality to LGBT Australians. Russia has also dominated the news with its heinous anti-gay 

propaganda laws and the ñhuman rights onlyò model that has shaped this movement in the past 

decade appears to be failing to achieve any of the hopes we had. Colin Stewart reported an 

increase in the number of countries where it is illegal to be LGBT to 83! 

http://76crimes.com/76-countries-where-homosexuality-is-illegal/ 

                                                                                               

                                                                                               St. Petersburg Pride turns violent 

¶ Two years on from the famous ñGay Rights Are Human Rightsò speech from Secretary Clinton, 

there have been more setbacks than advances in the LGBT international arena. Progress is 

however, not always linear and the reaction to many of these issues gives us new opportunities 

for dialogue. If we learned anything in the No on 8 campaign here in California is that ñhearts and 

minds are changedò only when we go neighborhood by neighborhood and engage local 

institutions in deeper conversations. The more we can do this globally by assisting grass roots 

organizations like the clinics in Uganda to extend home health care to everyone, the more we will 

experience acceptance of LGBT citizens. 

 

What is necessary in 2013? 

The network of 26 leaders who now constitute the Spirit of 76 initiative need our continued support 

including: 

1, Social media, telephonic and real time communication, travel funds to meet and support each other, as 

well as emergency funds to support each other when they become the targets of state or religious based 

violence.  (We already have had to intervene with emergency assistance for two of our leaders who were 

arrested, tortured or fired from jobs because they attended the conferences in Washington DC). 

 

 

Albert Ogle has been writing his weekly column RGOD2 for the 

San Diego Gay and Lesbian News and some of his articles were 

the top read story of that particular week, including the most 

recent post on Nelson Mandelaôs death which was his top read 

article. http://sdgln.com/social/2013/12/06/rgod2-gay-man-

who-drove-mandela#sthash.wWy4sMwL.ECcvET6b.dpbs 

http://76crimes.com/76-countries-where-homosexuality-is-illegal/
http://sdgln.com/social/2013/12/06/rgod2-gay-man-who-drove-mandela#sthash.wWy4sMwL.ECcvET6b.dpbs
http://sdgln.com/social/2013/12/06/rgod2-gay-man-who-drove-mandela#sthash.wWy4sMwL.ECcvET6b.dpbs


¶ Erasing 76 Crimes has become THE premiere source for a comprehensive look at what is 

happening globally to LGBT people because it encourages local voices to speak and write and we 

can drill down into particular countries and see patterns of oppression and abuse that we did not 

have before. It is one of the most important contributions our network is making to this 

movement..  

¶ We continue to expand the use of social media and created the Eric Lembembe Memorial site on 

Face Book. Eventually CAMFAIDS would like to establish an online resource center named in 

Ericôs memory with a full time journalist to serve the Francophone community. If there was ever 

a second class of LGBT citizens in Africa, it is surely the Francophone community that have been 

largely ignored by English speaking and western dominated organizations. We need to help 

correct this communication issue in 2014. We are having weekly conference calls with the 

Cameroonian community and they have invited the Foundation to come to Cameroon and present 

at the Womenôs Sexual Rights and Health Conference in Yaounde in early February.  

2. Technical assistance for small emerging LGBT and LGBT friendly organizations to include new and 

underserved populations in their work. 

¶ Apart from completing our work at the St Paulôs Center in Kampala during the first 6 months of 

2013 where we supported 10 full time employees there, we have focused on partnerships with 

members of the Good Samaritan Consortium and CAMFAIDS. 

a. We have opened two offices in Nairobi and Kampala to specialize in these capacity building 

training opportunities, CBO coaching and networking. 

¶ The Nairobi office was closed at the end of 2012 and most of the work in the Kampala office 

focused on developing the Elton John Grant objective of getting long term sustainable funding for 

LGBT AIDS work. This was achieved through the creation of the Good Samaritan Consortium.  

¶ The Foundation supported two full day retreats ($3000 each) and three technical assistance visits 

to Uganda. Funding has also been sent to the Kampala office pay for the first wave of home 

health care volunteers who will be trained in January 2014.  

 
Maxensiaôs community clinic in Kampala 

 

b. We have submitted two grant proposals on behalf of the network to develop small grass roots 

responses to issues of HIV, rights and faith. The faith community in all contexts provide a 



significant service delivery system and we need to help these programs include and not exclude 

LGBT people. 

¶ Two proposals to the Robert Carr Network did not receive funding. We are in the process of 

discussing a proposal to the Arcus Foundation and are assisting MARPS Network in securing 

funding for the Good Samaritan Consortium/s work in 2014. 

 
Macdonald Sembreka and Maxensia Nakibuuka were honored guests at Katherine Marshallôs home. Eric 

Scharf ® and Dick Parkins continue to provide wonderful support in Washington. 

3. Strengthening the ñunderground railroadò system to allow our leadership to leave difficult situations for 

respite or long term support outside their home countries. This will rely on strong network in the global 

south as well as a network of faith and secular organizations to receive potential refugees and fundraise to 

support them while they are usually not allowed to work in this country (i.e. free housing, meaningful 

volunteerism/internships or returning to college for more training). 

¶ Success with ñPeterôsò difficult transition to the USA and gaining a work permit. We have high 

hopes that the resources needed for this difficult and intensely time consuming work will come 

from the LGBT IFAN network of which we are a part. 

4. Educational programs in the USA faith community to help build relationships with in country projects. 

We had some success from the Spirit of 76 in creating this model where a congregation decides to support 

a particular person or project over a number of years. This may include moral as well as financial support 

i.e. the congregation supporting the Nairobi asylum work or the womenôs development work in Uganda. 

The Foundation can provide opportunities for mentoring, volunteering in country and speaking tours for 

leaders like Bishop Christopher, so there may be more consistency between domestic inclusive policies 

from USA faith communities and their mission partners. There is also a need for secular LGBT and rights 

organizations to help to mainstream global issues as part of their own capacity building and redefining 

their mission. The Foundation is working closely with the Human Rights Campaign and other equality 


